Nick’s visit to Destiny Garden School - July 2018
Together with my wife (Helen, a primary school teacher) and children (Polly and
Maddy) I spent a week volunteering at DGS at the end of July 2018 on the front end
of a safari holiday.
It was fantastic to see first-hand what has been achieved; starting from nothing nine
years ago, land has been bought and buildings built, all paid for by Destiny Children
sponsors and supporters plus grant funding. Thanks to everyone who donates
money or time the school now educates and feeds 500 children in 11 classes and
employs 25 staff. This year has seen a new library added and a wonderful dining
shelter which is versatile enough to be used for more than just lunches (see later).

As a Destiny Children trustee and “official” representative of the charity a fair amount
of my time was spent in discussions with the local management team. We covered a
lot of ground and I came away with a much better understanding of how the school
works as well as some of the day-to-day challenges they face. Even after just a week
I got the clear impression that DGS is much more than just a school. It is at the heart
of the local community, filling the roles of social services, policeman and citizen’s
advice as well as educator.
The most critical item for discussion was a projected funding gap between the
amount Destiny Children will be able to send from March 2019 and the actual cost of
running the school. This has arisen partly due to a falling exchange rate, partly due

to new UK data protection legislation making it much harder for us to appeal to
supporters or find new sponsors, and partly due to expansion at the school.
In the absence of new sponsors or external funding it will become essential for DGS
to either cut costs or raise additional revenue themselves. I was encouraged to find
that the school director (Jacob), school manager (Boaz) and administrator (Chao)
were all aware of the implications, and between us we came up with several
suggestions for bridging the gap. We will find out next year how successful these
efforts have been.
Of course it wasn’t all meetings! We did a lot else besides, and I’ve tried to
summarise some of the fun stuff below…
A UK supporter had paid for all the children’s photos to be printed and laminated. We
took these with us and handed them out to the kids. They loved them!

We also brought with us some skipping ropes and frisbees. These were very
enthusiastically received, and it was interesting to see that the boys were just as
keen on (and good at) skipping as the girls.

A UK sponsor of a child in Pre-Primary 2 (ages 5-6) had donated money so that
Helen could deliver an art lesson to the whole class. We took with us coloured pens
and cotton squares which can be decorated and tied together with ribbons to make a
big wall hanging.
The children threw themselves into this activity and were very pleased with their
results. Helen and Polly had to encourage them to “look with their eyes not their
hands” once it was fixed to the classroom wall!

Maddy’s main job during the week was taking video clips to be used at fundraising
events and on the Destiny Children website. You’ll hopefully be seeing the fruits of
her labour shortly. The most spectacular subjects were a traditional dance that
Class 5 had been practising, coached by an ex-DGS pupil now in high school, and
the school choir. Note use of the new dining shelter with tables & chairs removed.

During the course of the week we supervised the children writing / drawing their
“dear sponsor” letters. It was noticeable how often recent improvements such as the
dining shelter, tiled floors and glazed windows were mentioned.

We even managed to find time for a bit of teaching.
Helen, Polly and Maddy did quite a lot of songs and games with the younger classes
while I cobbled together a science lesson for Class 8 which started with the earth
going round the sun and ended up with Einstein and general relativity! (Not quite
sure how we got there, you can probably tell I’m not a teacher in real life.)

I couldn’t finish this report without mentioning the kitchen staff. They do a fantastic
job with very limited resources, and the free school lunch remains a vital part of the
children’s welfare. In many cases it may be the only proper meal they get all day. We
came home extremely well fed!

Cheers! When can we go back?

