The George Family’s Visit to DGS

- Report by Volunteer Val

Since my daughter Nadine and I had begun to finalise our trip to Kenya for the end of March,
2010, the visit of Dr. George had been talked about with great excitement. As soon as we arrived at
the school on the 23rd Jacob proudly showed us the progress of the new nursery building. Dr
George had very generously sent funds to Jacob in advance of his visit to enable the building to be
started. Each day the building grew and we were amazed that it was completed enough for the
Grand Opening on April 8th, 2010.

During that fortnight the school was busy preparing new
songs and dances, forming a choir to welcome the family
and clean up. All this activity happened whilst the older
children were revising for up coming school exams!

The excitement mounted and by Wednesday everyone was ready and the children were sent home
early to wash their uniforms and rest.

When Nadine, Sydney (an American
volunteer) and I arrived at the school
that morning it was a hive of activity.
A large tent was being erected,
electricity had been installed for the
day, a DJ had taken up residence and
everything was being spruced up.

The family arrived, Dr. and Mrs. George, Chloe and Cassidy and Grandparents. The whole school
welcomed them at the new fence and then settled to wait as the family had a quick look at the new
building.

Celebrations started early as Mr. Julius
welcomed the visitors, the children
were each given a lolly and the DJ
started playing some dance music.
Everyone joined in the dancing
including the senior Georges, the
teachers, the builders, the children and
the volunteers!

The choir followed Jacob in officially welcoming the visitors.
Then each class sang their rehearsed songs and some children
recited poems. Class 4 performed a traditional dance and there
were a few speeches.

Chloe and Cassidy were then invited to open the building which they were very excited to do. There
was a commemorative plaque to unveil and a ribbon to cut. ‘Our Mother Brenda’ (Jacob’s wife)
was called upon to help the girls and with loud clapping they opened the ‘Chloe and Cassidy
Nursery building’.

We all piled into the building to admire it and the Kindergarten teachers were hastily bagging
rooms, all so much better than the classrooms they are used to! Everyone made their way back to
the main site and the celebrations continued with lunch (which had some meat, a rare treat!) more
dancing, gift giving, prayers and votes of thanks.

When the visitors finally left we had all had a perfect day. We felt tired but happy, knowing we had
made friends in the George family and that they had done a wonderful thing in breathing new life
into the school. ‘Amazing’ as Jacob would say and ‘Wonderful’ as Julius said!

Reported by Val Lear – committee member of Destiny Chldren

See below for more photos taken by Val Lear ….

